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Essential Resources



Sycamore Sam
here, just bustin’ to tell
you how Beginning
Explorers can make your
Children’s Church (3-6 yesr
olds) the most antici-
pated event of
the week.

Beginning
Explorers comes out
every qudrter and is
chock Pull ofF Pun, Bible-
centered lessons sure to
keep your youngsters
bright-eyed and bushy-
tailed (partly because
of me!)

Since youngsters
in preschool learn best
through steady repeatin’,
Beginning Explorers rein-
Porces the same Bible story as
Radiant Life's Preschool Sunday
School curriculum. That means
your lesson’s gonna stick to
them long sFter they
skedaddle home.

And
with all sorts of
excitin’ goodies--
music, skits, puppets,

visuals, crafts, stickers--
why you'll be lucky iF you
can get them kids to leave
3t all when their Folks
show up!




BEGINNING EXPLORERS PHILOSOPHY

You'll know your Beginning Explorers lessons
are successful when two things happen—

your students gain Bible knowledge, and they
let biblical principles change their lives. With
Beginning Explorers you'll ...

M SAVE VALUABLE PREP TIME

Time is valuable and you probably don't have a lot to spare. That's why
Beginning Explorers’lessons are easy to use. The clear objectives, lesson
overview, and at-a-glance activity options make prep time a snap. Plus,
the lesson outline format helps you move quickly and easily through

the four lesson steps as you teach. (See illustration.)

Introduction
Qutside Radiant Life’s Bible
the Class Lesson Steps Study
Application

I ADAPT THE LESSON FOR YOUR CLASSROOM
No one knows your students like you do. That's why every

Beginning Explorers lesson includes plenty of activities so you can
choose the best learning option to fit your schedule and meet your

students’ learning needs.

I KEEP STUDENTS INVOLVED AND FOCUSED

All your students want to enjoy class time, but how much of the
study do they remember? Research* shows that students learn

best in a variety of ways:

e Seeing (visual: 40%) e Touching (tactual: 15-20%)

e Hearing (auditory: 20—-30%) * Moving (kinesthetic: 15-20%)

You'll find Beginning Explorers lesson activities cover each of these
learning preferences, so you can include those that appeal to your
students’ needs.

* Resource: Teaching Students to Read Through Their Individual Learning Styles, Marie
Carbo, Rita Dunn, and Kenneth Dunn, Prentice-Hall, 1996, p. 13.

I SEE YOUR STUDENTS’ LIVES CHANGED

Your goal is to help your students become more Christlike.

Our goal is the same. That’s why every Beginning Explorers study
includes a life-application objective and activities. We want your
students to discover that becoming like Jesus runs deeper than
avoiding punishment or seeking reward. It’s about choosing to do

the right thing because they love Jesus and want to follow Him.

BEGINNING EXPLORERS IS ALWAYS BIBLICALLY SOUND
Beginning Explorers lessons are firmly rooted in God’s Word—and they always will be! Plus, our unique Pentecostal approach ensures that

Beginning Explorers curriculum goes beyond the basics, allowing the Holy Spirit to make life-altering transformation.

THE TRINITY
Matthew 28:19

We Believe...

THE DEITY OF CHRIST
John 1:1

INSPIRATION OF SCRIPTURE
2 Timothy 3:16

SALVATION
Titus 3:5-7

WATER BAPTISM
Matthew 28:19

THE ONE TRUE GOD
Deuteronomy 6:4

COMMUNION
1 Corinthians 11:22-26

CHURCH AS BODY OF CHRIST
Ephesians 4:11-16

HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM
Acts 2:4

MINISTRY
Mark 16:15-20

SPIRITUAL GIFTS
1 Corinthians 12:4-10, 28

SANCTIFICATION
Romans 12:1,2

DIVINE HEALING
Isaiah 53:4,5

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
1 Thessalonians 4:16,17




SAMPLE LEADER GUIDE LESSON

Beginning Explorers lessons are easy
to follow. Large, hold directives at the
beginning of each segment walk you

through the study at a glance. And our

You'll never have to go
digging for the Scriptures
used in each lesson.

easy-to-follow format will help you keep
your place while you teach the lesson.

God Shuts the _

Bible Text: nasiet 1.2

'!..Iﬁl-l- Blblﬂ UEI'"‘EE: |G| canm il &l things. fols 42-2 <

Every Beginning Explorers les-
son begins with specific goals to
show you exactly where you're
going and how your students
will benefit from the ride.

“IE-E:]":IH EEblE‘ lp"E:I"E-E: God,. shui the mowibs of the lions. Dasid 622 ST

Objective <

I heir euiled waill b el 1o 1l tbmn oo b che lhons™ mnhis

Life Application <

Prayer: o encourage the child o pray no matber whal

Welcome Time

A v childien arcive, allew them to give their olferings aml ol stickers

& “Afirmafaney posder”
= Sppokers?

The Bible Text, Bible Verses,
and Objective provide the bibli-
cal foundation for the lesson.

Life Application shows you
how your students develop
godly character from the lesson.

Ol i oo aine

<
<

sir the “Wtendance” poster
Sing tlee Eollowing welonime song, inseming each chikds name. (Tomse "1

Viou e Happy and You Know 7]

M s Sumday amd we're glad that vou're i chiuireh (Tl

It s Sumday amd we're glad that you're in churche (Kabie).

W caim baiigh amd we cam play

Wi can reand Geocl's Wond aml pray.

M = Saimday amd we're glad that vou're in clireh, (neall,

Prayer Time

Let the childeen mention their pequests. Be sure 1o
#* Express lve and thanksgiving to Gosl,
# Thank God that we can always pray to llm.

o i Kin

Sampoesi ol prager:
Dhpar e, ihaenik Tioas
thas we cin prag ia
Yorin. T s For
atwweting our prayemn
A

Welcome Time helps children
make the transition from their
parents to the classroom. It's
important to start off with engag-
ing activities, and this portion
sets the tone for the rest of the
lesson with an activity.




Using the songs on the
SAMPLE LEADER G U I DE LESSU N CD for a fun and engaging
Worship Time, you'll help
develop a life-long attitude of
praise in your students.

) M
% Worship Ti
& I
orship Time
Sing (o Lowes All the Little Children” (irack 143 from the CEL Then sing
o & afvar (o 150 and "Caoill Camn Do Anythisg esck 1R, Sang the
Toalhoa g vnends. 1o the fume of “The Farmer in thee Dedl”
] e ibo anaelsings (aud can do anyl hikng,
e st thee mouthe of roaring Honss God can do anyihing.
s @ roview o Lhade B, s Dhe abeoseg somg usingg the wiards from pecvsous

Vs e

lmima ol 0n ook Time

Lol the children in folding their hands, closing thedr eyes, and repeating
a simple praver of thanks= sor ihe oo, Give each child severnl animal oood-
ies ard a oup of waler. As the children eat, have them kool for Bon-shaped
IS

¥ Cam yon Aol @ lon-shaped cookie?

# Wi nre golng to hear abowt kow God proiecied & man from lions.

qihle Time

e Syersvas iy charmoier 5 oprdeml Tl Bibke Srory anay b robd aink
PrEcleT

Beginning Explorers lessons
never miss an opportunity

to give you every advantage
when teaching. This Snack
Time acts as a smooth lead-in
for your lesson!

Well
I s'pose you'd
manage 8lright if you
dion't use me to tell the Bible
story, but I don't think it's bein’
too proud to say nobody
Fidgets when “Yours Truly”
shares some stories From
the Good Book.

Bible Story Preview

(a7 Dl SEvanm e Sarm arrivbl (H) da lidise rnele rors fie T8
Treacl 200 Sam eniers thee rooom carrying o footsion] and a whip He sds
thar sraid dimen Al then very caelully eracks ilse whip, Sam sas, “Hisyg
ks s mye==your goaod bodidy lion tamer. Sycamone Sam! | am godng to
s & Bom, | moy ol ook Bke | ean be o lion tomer, bul | ssine am going
oo by Hawe anvy of you seen the lisns al the diroust (AR megminees ] The
B0 tarmer wses a wihig amd soasciinees @ sioo] thag ks loe ghds, (o
o S e ared e ool | By using these tvon iems the temer keeps
o ernl of 1 lion while he is o the coge, Would any of you [1Ke s s bnoa
lon cage? (Ao resparses. ) F'im nod oo sure | vwoald want @0 elther, This
peminds e ol o ostory absoul 8 man in g o don,”

G Bible §tory on CD
Let 1he ehikidren Bsten o the Bibsbe Spory on the CLF irmck 4). or
play the Bible Sory on the G0 and wse the Syoamors Sam pupipet

i

Beginning Explorers

h..

b

~<— Beginning Explorers lessons tell the Bible story with words and language
your students will understand. Letting the Sycamore Sam puppet tell the
story from his pre-recorded CD will insure all your students are paying
attention.




The Bible Story keeps things
lively during long stories by
providing plenty of places for
interaction and response.

\

y
| Bible Story
b pen ponir Bilile ro Disiied 6. Clprtiout four Visewnls: Piace e -
ais i tive mididie of @ collaction of sl ardmad lisne)

Dhime= sy pemmenshen the story of Danic and the lons' dend (Afour
responss. ) Danlel was o man of God. He was aleo a good (rend io the
kimg. Now the King hosd several men whio worked for Bim chandid mor Bke
Danéed. They were jeabous of Danlel. When somesne is jealous, be wants
what amdoihes pserson has,

Ome day, these men wemt oo the king and had him swrite a decree that
sathil ibo aine whoil pray bo aemy god for (hiny days. Blow do you dhink dis
mache God Beel? (Ao respenses. | Gosd woold be very sad we did nod Galk
1o Hiim svery day, (ks the eiviicdnem fo Lok s Wi dba yean think Daniel
did when he heand abans this decoreeT (Ao resporses, | Well, he went
o ke svindlow i his hogise oo pray just ke Be abwags dicd, He kisew gl
everyane could see bim there. 5o he pod dosn on his kreses and prayed.
{Fiv thie civifolrend gef clojen ol thenr Daees ol preerad Ao prd ) D lets
see nony; |can't remsember haw mamy dimes Danbed prayed every day: Oh,
vira! Dhambel prayod three tinses & day,

When the jealous men sow Daniel praying to his God., they went run
g i Chee king. Bocanse Dandel broboe the Lo the king hed oo pan him in
the lions” den. The king was very sad. (flare ohildren dsok sanl § Ne lked
Dimided and did maat wait Bilen o be e, Hose would yoa feel I vouor frlemid
g hure® (AN respanses | Wl ibe Kig was so worried about Daniel
that he could mot e o shesp, The king went aut o the lions® den carly
the next moming and called for Danded. Daniel amswensd the king. (o
eitiidren fook Iappn ) Wihen the king hooled imio tlse den, he s on angel
with Dandel. O dear: fn, otz Lean't remsember what happened nest. What
o vou think thee Kingg didi (AN resporased, ) 15 that o facr? The king bet
Dandd conwe oul of The Bons' den, and Dandel (ol the king that Gl saved
him, Thee miouths of thee [Bors had been shut, Then the kKing wrone onother
decres. It said that all men shauld believe the God of Daniel. for e is the
living G,

e | Bible Verses

| Learrrg Chonir 3o fesef efller the Lnit Bl Ve oF the Tvielily By bierae, e
wrn Bible bierse aciivaty can be applied fo either rerse

v

!

| |

|
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e B Vinual 4

[Preey! BE Viwisals, Sttt 4
- Dasigd sianding

- Daniel kneeling in

Beginning Explorers simplifies
your prep time with a host of
background material and quick
references like teacher hints,
activity supply lists, and other
useful information found in the
sidebars.

<
<

Unin Bible Verse: | God! cma oo all things, fob 422
Weekly Bilide Verse: Cod . afnind the souiivs of the dions, Damin! 622

R the vese from the Bifle. Help the chilldeen repsab the verse several
tines. Give ome child & Bon pusppet (elther real ar made from a paper bagl.
Flave him make the puppet “say”™ due Bl verse. Repeal the acivity, giving
cach child a tumn 1o manipulace the puppet and say the verse

prayeEr
Bi-hons
Adl-king
be angel
By Lukens Visuals
BlAz-inam (Daniel)
BLA-man kneeiing
illanien
110, ) 55 Baiia
| E1L4 0 -king (Darh)
BLAN-ange
W
A |
il
I
) = [liibke
» Lkt prippet [oeal
o o & paper
faagl
I
I
I r
4
i\l
i
gl
.-
K
Lh:[
=

Hiding God's Word in young
hearts is key to building strong
character. Every lesson focuses
on a foundational verse for your
students to memorize.



SAMPLE LEADER GUIDE LESSON

Whenever additional items from other
Beginning Explorers resources are used

in the lesson, a small picture of the

item is included in the sidebar so you

know exactly what it looks like.

You won'’t have any confusion over
what parts of the lesson to empha-
size—questions, key words, and
statements are printed in bold.

If your students don't respond to
the questions, asking them will
still get them thinking.

sy | Coloring

toomng | Feiny
L s
rhildrn e ibe poge
Inam et Banying
Lrplavrry Cndoring
il s Gy S (el
porspstds with s

'y bl Begia alied

et Lo bagl idal
iy Roasd- can hee
e biiaiad Friwmn yaaai
Aadiinr LS vk sdain

wspgie

HELPFUL HINT: If you don’t want
to use the questions, simply turn
them into statements and summa-
rize the information that follows.

We intentionally include more
options than you can use in a
normal class period to ensure
our Beginning Explorers
resources are adaptable for

a wide variety of settings and
learning styles.

* Gy hllastes 31

LI 1

" Sanall Beaslogs da
pui e waile

MAKE IT WORK FOR YOU:
Before class read through the
options and choose the ones
best suited to your students,
time constraints, and class-
room setting. Remember,
anything labeled “Active
Learning” can be used or

left out without impacting the
lesson’s effectiveness.

ST

Circle Time

Funisig chidadeer foal rguiar apponiun iy Ao moiee. e he @ fos baarnieg time
by by Borew i Birgere- il oewmamts e nekady fo ph fetaod taarne,

wne AcTion Verse
L |

Gl ks bl and Geodd s strongg

[ MEchs edgh: ey cardi piniseied )
e can help mee all day bong,

PR B (AT O k'l:ll. apvieael airFrdd Sl Lk )
I 1 sk Hilma whien 1 pray,

(ol it Dt el )
He'll be with me every day!

(YT e vl i sl faarmd dir @ e

-

N

| Freeze the Lion

B e the childen et o theiir hands and knees and pretend fo

bse lbans. Enecouirsge them omoar anid geoswd like Boes Pretend v

liavvr st Deven placesd ina den with the poeterd lions

Tell the children vou aee gedng to try angl walk chrough the lioms" den
willsowt petig Biort Lt themm ke that 38 yon walk thaoogh, you will
icaich ench of them on the head. When yvou tousch a chilld, be or she st
Treseere. I o mrviss B chile. o will nesed foostan over. Lot the chikiren pake
tums pretending o walk throwgh the room as the other childen acn a
lions Let fhie children walking caise ihe loais i Feere when ey tomch
thirrm on thedr heads,

= Wha did we learm about that was theem into a lons” den?

& Daniel prayed (o God every day, God kept Danlel sade,

* What can you do whon you need belp?

] Shut the Lion's Moath

B plicate Copy Master 3 and attach it to the wall, Tell the chil
dhrem o shu the mowth of thee lon by histing s meuth with beam-
Dwages oo papeer wands,
* Wham did Dankel pray 1o?
[l Danded have to thnmy things at the Bons 10 shat ibeic moaths?
* Who closcd the mouths of the lons?
& Yo can pray na mealter what, just ke Daniel.

] Let's Share

Larng! &<k the childnen quistions abou the Bibde story. Enooursge this
hilldren 1o shase @boun fimes Godd protecied dheme Explaim il
ihey should pray no matter what trouble they Bce beciuse God is abnays
Al 10 help them
# The Lord protecied Danicl In a time of irouble.
¥ Can anyone tell of & tme of iroaible whien God proseoed youd
* Why should you pray no matter what happens?

Beginning Explorers

il in Bepioadiicibles Book



Story Time

1 Not Afraid of the Dark

gl e

iley ran across his bedroomm, quickly imped invo bed, amd

il the covers over his head, Slowgy be bowensd tbe oovers and peeked
omifl il Blee dark. ron. 1 was scary: Gl Bl ol di )

*Dad!™ Riley called

A minuee bxer s dad canse nie ehe roonm. “What s i, Son?™

*Can [ have a drink of water?” Riley naked.

“Mn,” his dad said = You should have done that before you g in bed.”

“I'm not really thirsty,” Hiley sald. “[ wanted you to come to my room
Figiine iwlisn yoiE e et G5 nol a scary place.”

Fills ] was apaiet. Then he walked over to Blley's bed and sai down on
thee e of ir, He ook Ribev's hand and covered g with his big hand.

1 umed to be scared in my dark bedmom, (oo, when | was a oy Dad
s,

Ve T Hiley askesl. He didn’ think his dod could ever have been
sganed. “hee you s1Ell scaredT™

(e Fleaeh Cored 4l ) “No,® his dad safd. “Let's pay a litle game. 11l

nsk vou o question ard you ghve me the answer, Firs, who b miler, yoo or

mel™

“Thats easy” Kiley sald, “Youw ane taller tham | am.”

“(rood. Meow, who B seromger, you or meT™ Diad asked

“Thnt's casy ben,” Hiley sald. Yoo aee seroigger tham 1 am.”

“Crood. W bs mone powerful, mee or God?™

“Letid b, ol coerse,” Heloy sald.

“Highn,” Deaed said. “Ome kst quesstion: Who 15 wdth you even when I'm
B

“tend i wiith mee.” Ridey sadil.

“That’s right? And po matier what happens, even B you ane scamad, you
can pray la God. God is here with you in the dark. He will help you when
i msk Him oo,” Diad sald,

“Thanks, Dad.” Riley said. *1'm nol scared noese 11 pray for Gesd 1o help
mi,”

IHis dial Kissed him amd left the poon.

Then Riley prayed. * Dear Gosd, please Belp me oot b seared. Please
prrobect e Thamk Yoo Godl." In just one minuaie, Bilsy was asdeep.

>

“Tovidiid 10 kR

Story Time helps children understand how to apply the les-
son to everyday life. Using the StoryTime Pictures from the
kit will also target children who learn best by seeing.

You'll know exactly when to show each Flash Card thanks to
corresponding instructions throughout the story.

1

¥4
LY
—

r ® Flash Coed 4°

Hey Rusty,
you're not still
8Praid of the
dark,
are you?

Not
anymore,
Raspberry. Ever
since we helped act
out that story about
Riley and his dad, I
don't Peel scared
anymore.

And you know
what? There are
3 Few of our Sunday
morning Friends who
aren't so Frightened
now too!

Reflection
1. Were Ehue ol
el il 1 ool
| vl hiwwr e
lions" mouths
1'_ were sy

I 2 Weie the ohil
dren whle in el
Vil Timies whicn
_ by can e




SAMPLE LEADER GUIDE LESSON

Gauge your students’
understanding with the fun
activities and accompanying
review questions that involve
children in the Bible story.
After all, helping your stu-
dents gain Bible knowledge
and become more like Christ
is what Beginning Explorers
is all about.

* Lrayuim
. lape
= Dandel amd hon

Tisged prugeperts licas ||
Woek Sheet 47

To help ensure your class

is internalizing a new Bible
verse every week, Beginning
Explorers uses varied and

interesting ways to reinforce the

weekly Bible verse for all your
students’ learning styles—a
method much more effective
than simple repetition.

® P Pomnes®
ponber”
Can-Tact pajer
Carpry Mlaslee 1°
LR

Pissted sl

- = 3w

L]

Pev Bl Visuals, [
Shewt 4

Leave your kids with a lasting,
lesson-related memory right
before they head out the door
and into their week by sum-

marizing the basic message and

reviewing the lesson objectives
with activity ideas.

10

% Talke- i Hrims

36

Center Time

Tt folforstrg mokded Searmedg acrdrdfes focies an the lessom ebiectior amd
preail fife dpinivane frapaan See peage 53 for aedlireosn peweral o

| Work Sheet Activity
Legrming i tha chilidmen codor the pneppets from Wark Shest 4. Then beip
thei sesemlle the Mger pogpcts, (See e ilustration on Yark
Sheet 4.) Lt the children tefl the Bible story with the puppsss.
= Wit adid Dramdel do every dayT
* What happened in the Bons' denf
& Yol ean pray no macler witsl. just ke Danke

e CD Activity

beaming! Py “Memisry Ve Exercise” sk 26 from the OO a few lme
Have the children dio the motions as they listen, Help themmn say the
Bilfe virrses
* What Is your Frvorioe pan of this eoencise?
# The lions beft Daniel alone because God helped Dandel.
# Lroxl heelips yon when you pray,

) Fuzzle

by rppare the Daniel plemune from the “FPueele Ponanes™ poster by
camvering it with Con-Tac paperand cuiting # inlo pieces. Also
ik & i Ty o 1hie B (are rallll'lr'll|"| Rlmaner . Llue 0 nann peosied Fstamired
il ot i e pieces. Let the children acemie the puzees,
& Lets pat ihe Bon togeiber
# Thank You, God, for protecting [anie from the lons.
B Wiy do s proyT

| Review Gaome
Bamg g the Lesson 4 Visualbs on a Banme board. Have the children
cher their eyes. Bermove one visaal Let the chillkdren puess which
v s missang When a chakl guesses cormecily have Bim or her tell s
thai Mem el io the Bible siorg
B Wt Is missing?
* What did the lions dio in the Bible stony?

e Animal Moves

kgl Have the childeen siard on one shle of the mam. Encoumgn
1B 1o pregend 1o be animals as ehey move acooss (e room. Giae
ilreciions such as take two |'||'|?2'|||Ii.'. shps, theee Ban keaps, ioar Engano
hapes. amidl thave hippsapolamins wadkdies. Let (he childen also suggest Kinds
of animal mmwes o make
= Wheo shut the lions" moaths in podanys seoryT
* What nre some things you can pray shourd

* itafedd b KL
Poiimadl b Fepisfiildes Book

Eeginning Explorers
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If you like Beginning Explorers,
just wait ‘til you see what
Radiant Life has cooked up
for your first hour Sunday School!

PRESCHOOL

-
Lid..
=
[
=
a=
o=
[T
=
=
=

® Call 1.800.641.4310 to request
your FREE Preschool and
Radiant Life Kindergarten Preview booklets.



WHAT’S INSIDE THE KIT?

Children will love coming to Children’s

Church when you use the Beginning
Explorer’s Children’s Church Kit! Each

quarter your Preschool Children’s Church
receives Bible-based, fun materials.

STORYTIME PICTURES

Keep your students’ attention focused on the

biblical principles behind the Leader’s Guide's
life application stories with eight, engaging
mini-posters.

STICKERS

Motivate your kids in reach-
ing ever higher goals for
attendance, memory verses,
and good behavior. Each

kit includes two sheets of
Stickers.

W mnctard LHG

REPRODUCIBLE BOOK

Each quarter’s reproducible teaching helps shoul-
der a lot of your work. They’re multi-purpose—
providing extra work sheets for the lessons, sheet
music, so you can help your students learn the
songs off the CD; a parents’ newsletter to help

build strong families; and copy masters for the
kit's crafts and activities.



CD
A great way for getting your

lesson across to your audio learn-
ers is to use the CD that comes
with the Beginning Explorers

Kit. Original songs, new activities,
Rusty and Raspberry skits, and
Bible stories unforgettably narrated
by Sycamore Sam himself are all
included on this convenient disc.

Beginning Explorers Kit

POSTERS

Use the hard-working Poster that
come in each kit for memory verse
repetition, life application, or just to
add colorful fun to your classroom.

LEADER GUIDE

Young children learn best through
guided learning. That's why the Leader
Guide has interactive stories and
activities that will unforgettably instill
the Bible’s stories and principles in
the hearts of your students.

13
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